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spoke in one of the driving wheels was broken, also
the break irons, the life guards torn off, and the feed
pipes damaged. .

The train which had passed over this part of the
down line next before the engines had been a Cheshire
lines committee’s goods train, at about 3,30 a.m. The
driver of this train had observed nothing unusual as
his engine passed the spot.

From 8 ecareful consideration of the evidence and
cireumstances connected with this accident I am of
opinion that it was cansed by the high speed at which

" the engines,—necessarily of an unsteady class, not

suited for high speed,~were ranning. The evidence of
the locomotive superintendent of the district, combined
with that of the station-master at Fidlers Ferry,
makes the average speed hetween a point close to the
shed from which they had started and Fidlers Feiry,
30 miles an hour ; snd, again, the evidence of the
driver and fireman of the 2ud engine, who would not
be lkely to underrate the speed, makes the average
rate from the point of starting up to that of the
accident 22} miles per hour. Owing to the curved
nature of the first part of the line it is not likely the
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“the rails, followed by the 2nd.

spead would have been so high asg ai the
where it is perfectly straight and level,
this, the engines were late, and the drivers :
doubt making the best of their way 4o \
From some cause (perhaps a sudden shugty,,:
steam, towards which the evidence of the 2pg
and the condition of the regulator and byegl &
Ist engine seem to point}, when the speed was 10
congiderably over 30 miles an hour, oseillation

up, as shown by the condition of the 105 y.s\,'yl
#igzag line ; and from this the engines were u;:ld
recover, but in conseguence of it the leading Ot

lattg;

The deceased driver had borne en excellont g
ter ; Tie was 27 years old, had been 18 monthg &'d]
and § years and 2 months a fiveman. '

The firemsin of the lending engine deservg
eredit for having, notwithstanding his severs
at once gone back to protect the line, ‘

I have, &e.,
C. 8. Hurtoury
Lieut-Colow

The Sceretary,
(Railway Depariment),
Board of Trade.

LONDON AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY.

Board of Trade,

SR (Ratlway Department),

Sk, ¢ Whitehall, 10¢h July 1872.
T mave the honour to report, for the informa-
tion of the Board of Trade, in compliance with the
instructions contained in your minmnte of the 6th ult.,
the result of my inquiry into the circumstances which
attended & collision between a passenger and a coal
train, that occurred on the 8rd ult,, at the junction of
the Lesmington branch with the main line of the
London and North-Western Railway, at the north end
of the Rugby station, on which occasion four passen-
gers and two servants of the Company are seid to have
been injured.

The Leamington branch is a single line, and it
joins the main line by a double junction, rather more
than 1,100 yards north of the north end of the down
platform at Rugby station, and the junction is pro-
tected by up distant and up juncfion signals for the
brench line ; the latter placed about 90 yards novth of
the junction of the up branch and up main lines, and
the former 475 yards outside the junetion signal. The
branch up distant-signal can be seen uninferrupfedly
for o distance of 1} milos in approaching Rugby from
Leamington ; and there s a rising gradient of 1 in
269 for half & mile to the up distani-signal, and from
thence it is level for 400 yards in approaching Rugby
station.

The signal-box from which these signals are worked
is situated about 100 yards nearer to the station than
the actual junction.

The signalman on duty in this hox informed me that
he had set the down main line signals at < all vight”
for the 9.0 p.m. down mail train to pass about 11.10
on the night in guestion, and when he had done se,
he heard three whistles sounded from the 9.85 pa,
up goods train from Leamington to Rugby, due at
Rugby at 11.0 pm.  When these signals were sounded
the branch line up distant and up junction signals
were both on at danger against this goods train, which,
however, continued to advance, and ran past both
danger-signals, crossed the down main line, and
stopped foul of the up main line, when it was run into
by the 9.0 pan. down mail train, about 11.14 pam.
Both engines were thrown off the rails, and the
framing of the mail train engine was broken, and one

of tho coupling rods was bent, The footplate of the-

other engine was also damaged,
The 90 pan. down mail train consisted of an
engine and tender and 16 vehicles; and the driver

having received the % all vight ” Signals,'lefﬁil{

station a few mijnutes after the proper time ; and
before he reached the junction signal-box theth
signal was thrown up fo “danger” against hin
he then did all in his power to stop, and had
his speed from 15 to 8 miles an hour bef
collision took place. No blame attaches to an
Company’s servants with this mail irain, or:t
signalman on duty in the signal-box. They all'ap
to have done what they could to prevent the collis
from taking place.

The goods train congisted of an engine and't
22 loaded and 9 empty waggons, including
break-van, It stopped at Dunehurch {where:i
due at 10.40 pam.} at 10.53, and left at 11.0 p.apii
& quarter of an hour late, according to the broaks)

I did not see the driver of this train, as he had
discharged by the Company, and had left Rogby
the fireman informed me that he observed that t
distant-signal was on st danger against the go
train when they were about 300 yards outside of
which time they were running pretiy sharp, or'a)
25 miles an hour ; that the driver shut off the st
at that place, and he applied the tender bresk ;-
the driver went to the off side of the engine to 1oo
the top elack valve, which wag out of order, and
been out of order all day, and when the driver ¥
to the side of the engine he opened the whistle for
signals to be taken off ; thet he reversed the ongl¥
when they were ahout opposite to the distant-sigi
and twrned on the steam the reverse way, but he:
not time to whistle for the guard’s break, and W
the coliision took place he way knocked off the: 1
plate of the engine, stunned, and shook, He could
say what happened to the dvjver, as he did not ré
and assist in stopping the train.

The brosksman states that he observed that th
distant-signal wes on at danger when he was 8
1,000 yards from it, and he applied his Lreak ; 20
appears, favther, that the goods train separated n
two parts as it was approaching the junction, 2%
draw-har of the seventh waggon from the break-¥
wag pulled out, and when the collision took place:
seventh waggon, and those behind it, were at o st
still, and separated from the oighth waggon by aht!
50 yards.

The locomotive superintendent of the district
me that the top clack valve was ail vight whet’;
saw it, about three-quarters of an hour after the cotlis?
took place ; t‘hat it was not serewed down, but &



; ances of something having been done to

; .eﬁp%éj}?glso informed me that the driver was

&'.11')10 of doing his duty; bui that he had been

pblC . B
e oxten

0 “’(mifot appear to be any doubt whatever

o8 of this collision was entirely due to the

Gf. the driver of the goods train, in not

I}“,‘f’ t:')mi n under proper control as he approached
11F e
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the up distant-signal on the branch line.  His
previous conduct, while employed as a dviver in the
Company’s service since 1865, does not appeny to have
been satisfactory.
I bave, &e.,
W. Yorranp,
Colonel,

The Secretary,
(RBaihoay Department),
Board of Trade,

Board of Trade,
(Rathway Department,)
: Whitehall, 16th July 1872,
ﬁAVE the honour tol report, fgr the ir}forma-
ihe Board of '}H‘ade, in compliance with the
ons contained in your minute of the 27th ult,
t of my inquiry into the circumstances which
ed the collision that occurred at Wednesbury

£the London and Nortl;—Wes?ern Railway, on
ond ult., between & passenger train and a waggon
ig iit. & siding. .lwo passengers are stated to

injured on this occasion, - )
peers from the statement of the engine-driver
44 p.am. passenger frain from James Bridge
o Wednesbury, that he had an engine and
nd three carriages, including s bresk-van, in
in, and that as he approached Wedneshary

found the distant-signal, worked from the
sbury goods yard signal-box, on at danger
im; end he whistled for it to be taken off, but
ity still standing at danger ; he also found the
gual standing af danger, but on whistling it
1off; and the signalman waved him on with
ag after he had lowered the signal. o says
mning with the steam off, down hill (1 in
ad. when the home-signal was taken off he
n the steam again, to get into the station, and
not. aware that he was going wrong until he
engine turn off to the right into & slding, and
ks he was yunning about four miles an hour
- Tan into & waggon which had just been
in this siding, '
buffer plank of the engine was brokon, and the
wore knocked off, as well as the buffers of
gon, bui nothing wes thrown off the rails,
0 earriages were damaged,
16 200ds yard signal-box is situated about 110

from the west end of he passenger platform,
the pointy leading into the siding into which the
i, called the Craue siding, arc situated about
TS outside of this signal-box, from which they are
The signalman on duty informed me that
Opened these points to enable a waggon to be
I by a horse, and when this was done lis
O was called off by & Midland train, which was
'8 1 the goods yard, and he forgot to close the
but left them standing open for the Crame

L Ee
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LONDON AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY.

siding, He does not know whother the home-signal,
which is about 180 yards from the signal-box, was off
or on, but he admits that he called the driver on by
waving a green flag,

The collision was directly caused by the sighalman’s
mistake, but it could not have happened if the eom-
pany had made proper arrangements, .

The Tipton and Darlaston branches were opened
for public traflic, after inspection in 1863, a8 o double
line, with the sanction of the Board of Trade,

In Muay 1867 the Tondon and North-Westorn
Railway Company applied to the Board of Trade for
their consent to the removal of one pair of rails, and
to the branch being worked as a single line, after it
had already been worked as o single line for upwards
of three years; the question was referred to me for
veport, and I stated “that there were sidings and
“ cross-over roads af several places on the line, with
“ stations at each extremity and one intermediate
* station.”  After mentioning the number of trains I
said, “I do not conmsidler that while the present
“arrangements are continned there can e any
difficulty and but little risk in working the traflic
over a single line, on the train staff and tickes
systemn, but 1 am at a loss to understand on what
grounds their lordships are now asked to sanction
what has been in operation for yems. The unneces-
sary facing points shouid however be removed, and
where they are continued it would be better to con-
nect-them with the working of the station-signals,
so that these canriot be taken off until the points are
¢ set right for & train to pags.”

The London and North-Western Railway Company
de not appear to have paid any attention to these sugges-
tions as far as Wednesbury station is concerned, or
the present collision would not have taken place ;
although 1 am informed that a similar eollision took
place, nearly at the same spot, about twelve months
since, due entirely to the same cause. '

Fortunately, the disvegard of these suggestions has
not hoen attended with any very serious results in
these instances,

I have, &e.,
W. Yorrann,
Colonel,.

The Secretary,
Reailway Deparément,
Board of Trade.

Board of Drade,
(Railway Department),

: Whitehall, 5th August 1872,

I 1ave the honour to report, for the informa-
OF the Board of Trade, in compliance with the
1,Q2t19‘13 tontained in your minute of the 24th ult.,
m‘.“‘h of my investigation into the circumstances
& the collision which ‘oceurred on the 21st ult.
alley station, on the Chestor and Eolyhead
of the London snd North-Western Railway,

R
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LONDON AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY,

between the Irish mail train and 8 train of empty
Waggons.

One psssenger had his face cut, and four others
were shaken.  The driver, fireman, and front guard of
the mail train, wore all slightly injured,

- Owing to an aceident which had oceurred o1 the
20th in a tuunel nenr Stafford, the Ivish mail which
left Buston on the evening of that day was delayed in
its journey, and left Chester (having next to stop at
Holyhead) at 1.58 am on the 21st, an hour late,
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